
AWP = average wholesale price; BLA = Biologics License Application; EUA = emergency use authorization.

COVID-19 vaccine coverage by insurance type
Following is an overview of COVID-19 vaccines–related reimbursement depending on patients’ insurance type: 
Medicare, Medicaid, and private/commercial. 

Note: These descriptions are high-level summaries. The information provided is not a guarantee of coverage of 
payment (partial or full) and is subject to change without notice.

Medicare coverage5 Cost to patient5 Provider reimbursement

Part B all beneficiaries None, whether for 
EUA or BLA

•	 95% of AWP5 
•	 Approximately $45 administration fee per dose through 

December 20256

Part D N/A N/A

Medicare
COVID-19 vaccines are covered under Part B, not Part D. 

Presented for informational purposes only and not intended to constitute reimbursement or legal advice. Healthcare 
providers should refer to their own resources for billing and reimbursement purposes.

COVID-19 vaccine coverage 
and reimbursement
• �The Federal Public Health Emergency (PHE) for COVID-19 ended May 11, 2023, and the U.S. Government (USG) has not 

received additional funds from Congress to purchase more vaccines and treatments1

�����• �Reimbursement for vaccines and administration services are now covered under traditional health plans and other 
private and public healthcare payers1

• �The Food and Drug Administration’s emergency use authorizations for COVID-19 vaccines remain in effect  
because those authorizations are tied to a separate emergency declaration, not the PHE that ended in May 20232

• �The Inflation Reduction Act requires the full coverage of adult vaccines, including COVID-19 vaccines, under 
Medicaid at no cost to the patient3 

• �Medicare Part B covers COVID-19 vaccines, per the CARES Act.4 As a result, Medicare reimburses Medicare-enrolled 
providers for COVID-19 vaccines and vaccine administration services, and patients have no cost-sharing for  
COVID-19 vaccines1 



Private/commercial
Per the ACA and the CARES Act, most private health plans must cover COVID-19 preventive services for members regardless of 
whether patients see an in-network or an out-of-network provider.4,5
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*Assumes no change in Affordable Care Act (ACA) or its vaccine coverage.
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Medicaid5

Medicaid coverage Cost to patient Provider reimbursement

State Medicaid coverage 
varies depending on 
state, program, patient 
age, and other factors

None
States reimburse for vaccines, their administration, and office 
visits; reimbursement is widely variable per population and 
state rules7

Private/commercial  
coverage5 Cost to patient5 Provider reimbursement7

Employer-sponsored or 
individually purchased None* Vaccine and an administration fee are variable per contract 

Presented for informational purposes only and not intended to constitute reimbursement or legal advice. Healthcare 
providers should refer to their own resources for billing and reimbursement purposes.


